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George Battley thought of it, and how his kindly but un-
disguised discouragement checked Trollope from farther
dramatic experiment, is related in the preface to the first pub-
lished issue of the play itself, which was discovered twenty
years ago in MS. and printed for the Trollopian enthusiast.1
The comedy came back to Mallow labelled in huge letters
"failure preordained/' Even the Sturdy Trollope winced.
As my old friend warmed to the subject [he writes in the
Autobiography, describing Bartley's candid letter of advice]
the criticism became Stronger and Stronger till my ears
tingled. . . . The negleft of a book is a disagreeable faft
which grows upon an author by degrees. There is no
special moment of agony, no Stunning violence of con-
demnation. But a piece of criticism such as this, from a
friend and from a man undoubtedly capable of forming an
opinion, was a blow in the face. But I accepted the judg-
ment loyally and said not a word on the subjeft to anyone.
I merely showed the letter to my wife, declaring my con-
viflion that it muSt be taken as gospel, and as critical gospel
it has since been accepted.
After this fresh set-back Anthony might have been expefted
either to abandon writing or, by hazard, to hit on some genre
more suited to his real but undiscovered genius. He was,
however, Still under the obsession of Ireland and of the urge
to set the Irish scene before the English reader. The ill wind
Still blew, and bore him this time in a very Strange direction.
He visited London late in 1850 and proposed to John
Murray a guide-book to Ireland. The publisher asked for a
specimen se&ion of the work, and Trollope spent many weeks
in drafting the chapters describing Dublin and the county of
Kerry. The manuscript was sent to Albemarle Street and
there engulfed. After nine months of silence Trollope, im-
patient for news, demanded a decision. His bundle of papers
was returned without a word.
1 Tie Noble Jilt. A Comedy by Anthony Trollope. Edited with a preface
by Michael Sadleir. London, 1923. The preface is reprinted in Things Paft,
1944-